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§ 71.7 Eligibility requirements for edu-
cation of minor dependents and
other persons in the Republic of
Panama.

(a) The ‘‘Panama Canal Act of 1979’’
authorizes the extension of primary,
secondary, and postsecondary edu-
cational services to DoD dependent
students and other categories of de-
pendents. Basic eligibility policy is de-
scribed in § 71.5 of this part. Excep-
tional eligibility requirements for edu-
cation for dependents in the Republic
of Panama are addressed below.

(b) Minor dependents may be enrolled
in DoD dependents schools or approved
non-DoD dependents schools in the Re-
public of Panama or may receive cor-
respondence courses at U.S. Govern-
ment expense under the conditions and
in the priority indicated below.

(1) Space required, tuition-free edu-
cation and education in approved non-
DoD dependents schools. In addition to
DoD dependent students entitled to re-
ceive space-required, tuition-free edu-
cation from DoDDS under § 71.5 of this
part, the following minor dependents in
the Republic of Panama are authorized
‘‘space-required tuition-free’’ status:

(i) Minor dependents of host-nation
or third-country citizens employed by
the Department of Defense and paid
from appropriated funds, provided that
such dependents were enrolled on a tui-
tion-free basis in schools operated by
the former Canal Zone Government on
September 30, 1979, as then authorized
for residents of the former Canal Zone.
This provision applies only for uninter-
rupted enrollments.

(ii) Minor dependents of host-nation
or third-country citizen employees
transferred to the Department of De-
fense on October 1, 1979, and paid from
appropriated funds may attend ap-
proved non-DoD dependents schools in
the Republic of Panama at U.S. Gov-
ernment expense when such dependents
were enrolled in a non-DoD dependents
school under the authority and at the
expense of the former Canal Zone Gov-
ernment/Panama Canal Company on
September 30, 1979. This provision ap-
plies only for uninterrupted enroll-
ments.

(2) Space-required, tuition-paying edu-
cation. Dependents not specifically au-
thorized tuition-free education in para-

graph (b)(1) of this section, or in § 71.5
of this part, when such dependents
were enrolled in schools operated by
the former Canal Zone Government on
September 30, 1979, regardless of affili-
ation or citizenship of sponsors. This
provision applies only for uninter-
rupted enrollments.

(c) Persons may be enrolled in the
Panama Canal College under the condi-
tions and in the priority listed below:

(1) Tuition-paying, DoD-sponsored edu-
cation. All students at the Panama
Canal College attend on a tuition-pay-
ing basis. The Department of Defense
may assume a portion of the tuition
cost for full-time students who are
minor dependents of:

(i) Military DoD sponsors who are on
active duty and stationed in the Re-
public of Panama.

(ii) Civilian DoD sponsors stationed
in the Republic of Panama who are
paid from appropriated funds and who
have been lawfully accorded the privi-
lege of residing permanently in the
United States as immigrants in accord-
ance with the United States immigra-
tion laws (8 U.S.C. ‘‘Aliens and Nation-
ality’’).

(iii) Members of the Military Serv-
ices who are detained by a foreign
power or declared missing in action or
otherwise unlawfully detained for as
long as the detention or missing status
continues to exist. Under these cir-
cumstances, authorization for the de-
pendents to remain in the College with
DoD tuition assistance must be ob-
tained from DoDDS officials and the
local military commander.

(iv) If a sponsor discussed in para-
graph (c)(1) (i), (ii), or (iii) of this sec-
tion, is transferred, retires, or dies dur-
ing the college semester, the sponsor’s
dependents may complete the current
semester, but subsequently shall lose
their eligibility to attend the Panama
Canal College.

(2) Tuition-paying—other. At the dis-
cretion of the Director, DoDDS, or des-
ignee, and when consistent with the
local military commander’s policy con-
cerning access to the area of military
coordination and agreements with the
Republic of Panama, the following cat-
egories of persons may be enrolled at
the Panama Canal College on a full- or
part-time basis, in the priority given
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below provided the applicant meets
academic admissions requirements.

(i) Active duty members of the Mili-
tary Services who are stationed in Pan-
ama and family members living with
them (unless authorized DoD-sponsored
education under paragraph (c)(1) of this
section.

(ii) U.S.-citizens employees of the De-
partment of Defense and other U.S.
Government agencies, including the
Panama Canal Commission, and family
members living with them (unless au-
thorized DoD-sponsored education
under paragraph (c)(1) of this section).

(iii) Host-nation or third-country cit-
izen employees of the Panama Canal
Commission or other U.S. Government
agency, district dentists, religious
workers, and family members living
with them, when such persons were en-
rolled in a Canal Zone school on a tui-
tion-free basis or under the sponsorship
of the former Canal Zone Government/
Panama Canal Company on September
30, 1979, as was then authorized for resi-
dents of the former Canal Zone.

(iv) Minor dependents of Canal Zone
Government/Panama Canal Company
host-nation or third-country citizen
employees separated through reduction
in force action and not reemployed by
another U.S. Government agency, when
such dependents were enrolled in the
former Canal Zone school system on
September 30, 1979.

(v) U.S. citizens not specifically ad-
dressed above who reside in the Repub-
lic of Panama.

(vi) Host-nation and third-country
citizens not specifically addressed
above who reside in the Republic of
Panama when there is no objection
from the government of Panama and
when such inclusion does not displace
or prevent inclusion of U.S. citizens
seeking admission on the same basis at
the same time.
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§ 72.1 Purpose.
This part:
(a) Prescribes uniform procedures

and assigns responsibilities for the
Military Services to avoid the unneces-
sary duplication of postsecondary edu-
cation offerings in overseas areas under
Pub. L. 99–145, section 1212 and DoD Di-
rective 1322.8.1

(b) Under Pub. L. 145, section 1212:
(1) Reflects the statutory require-

ment, subject to the exceptions in
§ 72.1(b)(2) that no solicitation, con-
tract, or agreement for off-duty post-
secondary education services for mili-
tary members, DoD civilian employees,
or the dependents of such military
members or employees, other than for
services at the graduate or post-
graduate level, may limit the offering
of such services or any group, category,
or level of courses to a single academic
institution.

(2) Prescribes criteria for avoiding
the unnecessary duplication of edu-
cational services by exercising the au-
thority in Pub. L. 99–145 to grant ex-
ceptions, when required, to § 72.1(b)(1).

§ 72.2 Applicability and scope.
This part:
(a) Applies to the Office of the Sec-

retary of Defense (OSD) and the Mili-
tary Departments.

(b) Shall be extended to all persons
seeking or receiving off-duty post-
secondary education services, as de-
scribed in § 72.1(b)(1).

§ 72.3 Responsibilities.
(a) Each Overseas Theater Commander

shall implement this part and may:
(1) When necessary to avoid unneces-

sary duplication of offerings of post-
secondary education services, author-
ize the issuance of solicitations and the
execution of contracts and agreements
that limit the provision of such offer-
ings at one or more installations to one
institution or a prescribed maximum
number of institutions.
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